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UNION GROVE HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Chris McMichen		Room #: 307 (Chorus Room)		Year: 2020-2021
School Phone: 678-583-8502		Email: chris.mcmichen@henry.k12.ga.us

Course Names:	Advanced Treble Chorus (5th), Men’s Ensemble (6th), 
Intermediate Treble Chorus (4th) & Freshman Treble Chorus (7th) 
								
Materials: Each student should bring the following materials to every class meeting – pencil, folder, notebook paper, and ALL MUSIC. You must obtain all materials EXCEPT the music.  The folder should be the ½ inch hardcover black 3-ring variety.  Keep track of all assigned music. You will be held monetarily responsible for all misplaced or damaged music, just as you are for textbooks in other classes.  Written marks in music should be in regular #2 pencil ONLY.
                                                                                                                               

Course Description:  This is a performance based class where all members are expected to participate.  We will work together to learn as much as possible about all facets of vocal music and enjoy aesthetic experiences that only Choral music can provide.  We will seek to improve all aspects of your singing and vocal technique.  We will also engage in written and listening work to increase musical fundamentals as well as sight-singing abilities.  

Course Outline and Content: Our typical Concert schedule includes at least 5 major performances per year with two in the Fall and three in the Spring.  This year will be different as all vocal performances are temporarily on hold due to the ongoing pandemic.  We are planning for a return to regular full-group singing at some point, so see your Chorus Calendar for specific dates & times and start immediately planning your own schedule accordingly.  Although we don’t have them often, attendance at ALL extra-curricular Rehearsals and Concerts is both required and expected once they resume.  

Special Assignments and Projects: We will have a mixture of written and singing assessments throughout the year to help evaluate your musical and vocal progress.  Individual and small group assessments will be included.   



Classroom Rules and Discipline Procedures: All students must adhere to the rules and expectations outlined in the Henry County Schools student handbook and the Union Grove High School student handbook addendum. General Chorus classroom rules for in person learning:
A. NO FOOD or DRINK (H2O is OK) in the Chorus room at any time with exception of CE’s.
B. NO GUM is allowed in the Chorus room at any time.
C. No talking during rehearsal while engaged in learning.
D. Treat fellow students and their possessions with RESPECT.
E. Be in the Chorus Room when the bell sounds. Be in your seat with all class materials one minute after the bell.  We will start immediately.
F. Check your Chorus calendar and the board daily for announcements & to keep up with dates!
G. GIVE 100% AT ALL TIMES!!!
  

Hall Pass Policy:  Students are required to utilize and display the standard issued UGHS pass at all times while out of the classroom, failure to do so will result in disciplinary consequences. Students are also required to fill out the Google form prior to leaving the classroom and document their return time on the same form. Teachers will not give out hall passes during the first ten minutes or last ten minutes of class. It is the teacher’s discretion to allow or deny a hall pass request.  Chorus expectation—3 passes allowed per semester only. Use only when necessary.  

Chromebook Policy: It is an expectation for students to have their charged Chromebook with them every day. Failure to do so will be regarded as “not being prepared for class.”

Grading System:  
20% of your grade is the Final Exam, the other 80% will include:
40% Major Assessments (Written & Singing tests, group Concert/Rehearsal attendance)
      	40% Minor Assessments (Daily/Weekly Class Participation, Classwork, Quizzes) 	

Excuse Policy: The purpose of this section is not a threat but a NEED for this organization.  We are all busy, I understand, but this group needs ALL its parts to function effectively and the Chorus demands a certain amount of priority from us all.  This policy should be easy to understand and follow as long as you invest a little time in effective planning and scheduling.  Check all calendars frequently.  Only together can we be our absolute best! 

*Absences will fall into 2 categories: EXCUSED and UNEXCUSED.  ONLY EXCUSED absences will be allowed to be made-up.  If you miss an extra-curricular rehearsal or Concert for ANY reason, you must fill out an excuse note (found on Form Row) and have it signed by a parent within 2 days of the absence.  Shortly after, the director will return the bottom portion of the note to you after marking it excused or unexcused.  If your absence is unexcused, no make-up work is given and those points are gone. 
Terms:
A. Illness is only excused when school is missed for the day.  If you are well enough to come to school, you are well enough to function in our rehearsals to some degree.
B. Excuses for job related or personal entertainment absence (parties, concerts) will not be allowed if notice of the Choral activity is given at least three weeks in advance.  KEEP UP WITH CALENDARS!!
C. Excuses due to other school related business will be handled by the Choral director on a one by one basis.  It is the student’s responsibility to turn in a self-written note or email Mr. Mac at least one week before the conflict so that the teachers involved will have a chance to discuss a solution.
D. All other excuses will be handled at the discretion of the Choral director with a tendency to not allow them.  Please inform parents of schedules EARLY to avoid vacations, dentist, doctor, ride problems, etc.
E. Anyone tardy to a rehearsal beyond the halfway point of that rehearsal will be counted absent.

Extra-curricular Rehearsal & Concert Grading:
A. On time, ready to sing for an extra-curricular rehearsal = 100 points for the activity
B. Tardy to an extra-curricular rehearsal 1-10 minutes = 90 points for the activity 
C. Tardy to an extra-curricular rehearsal 11-halfway = 50 to 80 points for the activity, depending on time
D. Unexcused Absence from extra-curricular rehearsal = 0 points for the activity
E. On time, ready to sing for a Concert = 100 points for the activity (Grade counts 2x)
F. Tardy to Concert = 85 points for the activity & decreases as time passes (Grade counts 2x)
G. Unexcused Absence from Concert = 0 points for the activity (Grade counts 2x)

Each student is an important part of our ensemble sound. Never think that you will not be missed.  Please be a responsible and committed member of our Chor-US!

Make-up Policy: Due to the performing nature of this class, vocal rehearsals cannot be effectively made-up.  However, written or singing assignments, tests, and quizzes must be made up within the same time frame as your school days of absence.  For example, if you are absent for 2 school days, you will be given 2 school days to make-up your work. This task is yours to undertake.  Your first line of questioning about missed assignments will be your class officers or you may find the Chorus director before or after class.  If you are absent and excused from an extra-curricular rehearsal or Concert, you are expected to make-up that lost time by writing essays of various lengths on a specified music topic which the Chorus director will provide.  In general, extra-curricular rehearsal absence will be a four page paper and a Concert absence will be a ten page paper.  Please choose wisely. 

Cell Phone/Electronic Device Policy: The cell phone/electronic device policy begins when students enter the designated classroom area. All students will place all cell phones/devices in the teacher assigned caddy. During this time, cell phones must be turned off. Additionally, all smart watches or other electronic devices connected to the phone must be caddied until the end of class.  Cell phones/devices will remain caddied until the end of class. Students will NOT be allowed to take their phones/devices out of the room when they have a hall pass to the restroom, media center, etc.  Students will be allowed to use cell phones/devices before first period, during lunch, and during class transition. 

On Time Policy:
In order to be considered “on time” to class, the student must be across the threshold of the classroom or designated classroom area by the end of the tardy bell.

Remote Learning: 
Students participating in remote learning are expected to actively participate in daily instruction and follow all guidance provided by HCS, UGHS, the classroom teacher and this syllabus. This includes but is not limited to grading policies, attendance and preparation for class.

Unit Repair Plan: 
In an effort to aid in student mastery, each UGHS student will have the opportunity to participate in Unit Repair.  Unit Repair in Fine Arts will be for major assessments only and offered for those earning an initial grade of 84 or less.  It is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor of their desire for reassessment and to get tutoring/additional practice completed before the reassessment.  The student has 2 weeks from the date the graded assessment is returned to complete the reassessment.  The final Unit Repair grade will be an average of the initial assessment grade and the reassessment. 

Chorus Activity Fee/Fundraising:  
We only receive about 6% of the funds needed to meet our annual Chorus budget from the county, so we must raise the other 94% to operate our outstanding Choral program at the high standard to which we have set since our school opened.  It is only fair for every student to partner together to help us raise the operating costs we need since every student in our program will be a life-long beneficiary of our Chorus’s education, musical excellence & activities.  In each semester (Fall & Spring), a $40 activity fee will be due to help cover the operating costs of our program including things like purchase of individual & group music, county or charter bus & driver fees, clinics or workshops, LGPE fees & judges, Concert facility fees, purchase of new equipment/supplies, trophies & awards for Spring Banquet, accompanist & choreographer fees for rehearsals and Concerts, food/snacks, shirts, etc.  This year, these funds will provide additional student support for our Virtual Learning through individual student accounts on music platforms such as Sight Reading Factory and Smart Music.  This will equal $80 for the entire school year.  This Activity Fee will cover all things listed above including all County bus travel expenses, your Fall Spirit Shirt, Spring Show shirt for final Concert & a group meal or two during the year.  *We will lower this fee (as we did last Spring) if we see that several of these events that need funding are cancelled through the year.  

You may choose to raise this money through our various Chorus fundraiser opportunities throughout the year, or you may simply pay the donation yourself.  Several students each year raise the money easily through fundraising projects & pay nothing out of their own pocket.  Some parents/students don’t fundraise & pay on their own.  A combination of fundraising & donations is also fine.  Any unpaid activity fee will result in a school obligation being filed at the end of the year.  Any funds raised above the $80 mark will be placed in a Student Personal Account (SPA) to be used for any Choral related items or activities.  

Remind 101: Throughout the year, Mr. Mac will use text reminders of important dates and activities to keep you all in the loop.  Please sign up by texting the following code that applies to you to the number 81010:

Freshman Treble Chorus - @freshmantr
Intermediate Treble Chorus - @uginttreb
Concert Choir Women - @ccwomen
Concert Choir Men - @ccmen
Chorus Parents - @parentsing

Tutoring/Help:  The student should feel free to ask for extra help before or after school.  Such time is given willingly, but the student should ask for this time in advance in order to set up a convenient appointment time for us both. See Mr. Mac to sign up & let’s work to improve!


*PLEASE BE SURE TO SIGN, HAVE A PARENT SIGN AND RETURN THE ATTACHED SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM FOR YOUR FIRST GRADE OF THE YEAR
























Union Grove HS Syllabus Acknowledgement Form



I have read and fully understand all of the objectives, requirements, and expectations for the Union Grove HS Chorus taught by Mr. Chris McMichen.

_____________________________________________
	        Student Printed Name

_____________________________________________			_______________
		Student signature							Date 

_____________________________________________
	         Parent Printed Name

_____________________________________________			_______________
Parent signature							Date

**Best Contact Information**_

Parent e-mail address:_______________________________________________________

Parent cellphone number:_______________________________________________________


**Please return this signed syllabus document to Mr. Mac no later than Monday, August 24th.  Be sure to return it only when it has been signed.  You may refer to this document anytime by visiting our Chorus portion of the UGHS Website.
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